Name Date Class

Proportional Relationships

(B Challenge: The Golden Ratio

For centuries, people all over the world have
considered a certain rectangle to be one of the
most beautiful shapes. Which of these rectangles
do you find the most attractive?

C

Golden Ratio
If you are like most people, you chose rectangle B.
Why? It's a golden rectangle, of course! In a golden
rectangle, the ratio of the length to the width is called / 16
the golden ratio—about 1.6 to 1. > 1

w=1Iin.

The golden ratio pops up all over the place—in music,
sculptures, the Egyptian pyramids, seashells, paintings,
pinecones, and of course in rectangles.

{ =1.61n.

To create your own golden rectangle, just write a ratio
equivalent to the golden ratio. This will give you the
length and width of another golden rectangle.

Use a ruler to draw a new golden rectangle in the space below.
Then draw several non-golden rectangles around it. Now
conduct a survey of your family and friends to see if they
choose the golden rectangle as their favorite.
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